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they have made another battery to difmount
them a {econd time, they muft be brought back to
the firft place or fome other, where they may be
out of danger of being difmounted. This way of
fhifting the guns from place to place, whenever
they are in danger of being difmounted, will give
the enemy much trouble, and make them lofe much
time, which is all that is wanted or can be expected.

As mortars may be placed in any work without
the enemy’s knowledge, they may be ufed to very
good purpofe to deftroy their batteries, efpecially
thofe for battering in breach, or to difmount the
guns in the flanks; for the diftance being fo very
fhort, the bombardier muft be very unskilful not
to throw almoft every fhell upon them.

The beft method of firing for the Batteries of
the Befieged 1s not in {alvo’s, or all at a time, for
the Befiegers place centries in the Trenches to look
out and obferve which way the guns are pointed,
and give notice accordingly to thofe who are in dan-
ger, that they may cover themfelves whilft the reft
continue to work; but as this can only be done when
there is an interval between the firings, whereas if
the guns continue firing, though by fingle pieces
only, yet {o as to leave no intermiflion, and fhells
are thrown at the {fame time; the Befiegers centries
will not fo readily venture to look out, and make
their Obfervations which way the guns are pointed,
by which means the workmen will work 1n fear.

OFf SALLIES.

ALLIES, when made with due precaution
and judgment, are one of the principal means

to lengthen a Siege; whereas, when they are made
without
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without {ufficient care, or on unfeafonable occafions,
they rather advance than retard the taking the Place;
for which reafon the utmoft precaution fhould be
ufed in the execution, as well as great judgment in
the choice of time and opportunities.

Sallies are proper when a Garrifon is numerous,
or the Army of the Befiegers 1s weak; for in {uch
cafes the keeping off the enemy from the Place as
long as poflible, may either difpirit them, or retard
the Siege to {uch a degree, that they may be ob-
liged to raife it, if the {eafon 1s far advanced, and
the weather grows bad.

Sallies are alfo proper to be made when the For-
tification is bad, or the garrifon ill-provided with
ammunition and provifion; it is beft, in thofe cafes,
to keep the enemy at a diftance as long as poflible,
to make the better terms with them, left coming
too near the Place, and difcovering either the wants
of the garrifon, or the defect of the Fortification,
they may have a chance to be made prifoners of
war.

On the contrary, when a Place 1s well fortified
and provided with every thing, Sallies are not {o
proper to be made, as the Garrifon may defend
themfelves with greater advantage behind the works
than in the open field; and what precaution {oever
may be taken to fuccefs, yet fome men mult be
loft, and the Governor may be deprived of a {ufh-
cient number to {uftain an aflault, or to defend the
works fo well as they ought to be.

Sallies are dangerous when the enemy is at too
great a diftance, they may cut them off from the
Town with their horfe; but when their Approaches
are advanced between the fecond and third Paral-
lels, then 1s the time for the garrifon to fally with-

out
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out much danger, the covert-way being at hand,
from whence they are protedted; they may even
fally whilft the {econd Parallel 1s making, though
with great caution not to be intercepted by the
enemy.

But the molft favourable opportunity for fallying
1s after the third Parallel 1s begun, and before it 1s
finifhed; at that time the enemy can have but a
{mall number of men at hand to {uftain the work-
men, who may eafily be driven back, and their
work deftroy’d.

It is to be obferved in general, that the molft fa-
vourable time for {allying i1s when the works, which
are to contain the guard of the Trenches, are
imperfect, that is, before the {econd or third Pa-
rallels are finifhed, or the Places of arms between
thefe Parallels are in a condition of receiving a fuf-
fictent number of troops to proteét the workmen
at the head of the Trenches. There are few ac-
tions in the whole Art of war, that require greater
diligence, courage, and condudt than this; by di-
ligence and courage the enemy are {urprized and put
in diforder or confufion, and oft obliged to aban-
don their works, which when once deftroyed they
can hardly ever regain, and re-eftablith; and by
good conduct the enemy’s own works may be turned
againft them; and when all the mifchief that can
be done is effected, a good and fafe retreat is made;
in fhort, good conduct {ecures from all the dangers
which attends a contrary one.

Sallies may be made, either with a {mall or great
number of men, that is, with ten or twelve men
only, or with fix, eight, or ten thoufand; the in-
tent of great Sallies fhould be to deftroy a confi-
derable part of the enemy’s works, and thereby

oblige
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oblige them to repeat their labour to re-eftablith
them, to nail up their guns; to retake fome poft
which had been loft; and laftly, to obftruét and
retard the enemy’s works {fo much as poflible.

As to {mall Sallies, they ferve to interrupt fre-
quently the workmen at the head of the Trenches,
who are ever ready to run away upon the leaft
alarm, defiring no better pretence to leave their
work; and as this 1s ufually done in the dark, moft
of them will get away if they can, and the reft re-
quire fome time to be brought back: if the enemy,
after {everal alarms grow f{ecure, and take no no-
tice of them, they fhould be followed by a more
confiderable one, well {upported, which coming
unexpected, will not fail having a good effect.

The beft time for large Sallies 1s about two in the
morning, as the troops being then much fatigued
and f{leepy, are lefs capable of making any confi-
derable refiftance, efpecially againit a vigorous and
well-conducted Sally; and if it fhould happen to
rain {o hard, as the guard of the Trenches fhould
not be able to make ufe of their fire-arms, the
conjuncture would be too favourable to be negledt-
ed; in fhort, no opportunity fhould efcape a {aga-
cious Governor to {urprize the enemy, Sallies fel-
dom or ever {ucceed in any other cafe.

Mr. Vauban would have the following Order ob-
ferved 1n large Sallies; there fhould be a detach-
ment of 9o men drawn up, {o as to have 30 men
in front and three deep; to thefe are added a fourth
rank of 3o grenadiers; the three firft ranks fhould
be armed with breaft-plates, and for weapons, a
{word and piftol at their fides, and a partizan or
long 1ron-fork with a hook in their hands; this

detachment fhould be followed by another of
180
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180 men, thirty in front and fix deep; the firft
rank of which to be armed as the former, and
the reft as ufual; after thefe 200 workmen are to
follow with the proper tools to demolifh the enemy’s
works, fome with combuftibles and fire to burn
what can no otherways be deftroy’d, and fome
with long nails and hammers to nail up the cannon
if an opportunity offers.

There fhould be another detachment of 3 or
400 men ordered to {upport the firft in cafe of any
attac from the Befiegers, and to {ecure their retreat;
thefe laft are to follow the former in a {low pace
as far as the head of the Trenches, where they
halt, and {tand ready to afflift the others upon the
firft occafion.

So foon as the guard of the Trenches are over-
thrown, the workmen fall to demolithing the works
as faft as poflible, and if thefe troops can penetrate
{o far as the enemy’s batteries, they nail up their
cannon: when they have done all the mifchief that
the time will permit, they retreat in good order;
and 1if the enemy fhould purfue them to the works
of the place; then {o {oon as the Sally is got with-
in the covert-way, all the cannon from the place
fhould fire briskly upon them, whilft the troops
in the covert-way and adjacent out-works, pour in
their {mall thot amongft them, this will foon oblige
them to retire, with confiderable lofs.

In all adtions performed by night, the troops
fhould have a mark to know one another, a white
paper or handkerchief in their hats.

The troops defigned for a Sally are drawn up in
the covert-way, or in the ditch if it 1s dry, or elfe
in fome of the out-works, from whence they may
be able to march out in great order.

If
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If there 1s more than one attac, as there gene-
rally are, then Sallies may be made upon each of
them at the fame time, that the enemy finding
themfelves {uddenly attacked in {everal places at
once, added to the terror heightened by the dark-
nefs of night, may throw their troops into con-
fufion, which the affailants obferving, are to make
their beft advantage of: It would not be improper
if fome f{mall parties were {ent out {everal different
ways, making a great noife to draw all the atten-
tion of the troops toward them, and then the
great Sallies to fall on fuddenly fome other way,
which feldom fails of having a good effect.

When the Befiegers works are yet far off, two
detachments of horfe are ordered, befides the foot,
on the right and left, to {upport the Sallies, and
prevent the enemy’s horfe from cutting off their
retreat; but after the third parallel is finifthed, the
{allies are then made with foot only, and fhould
be f{trong and frequent, provided the garrifon i1s
numerous enough to difpute every part of the
ground.

So foon as the troops are retired into the covert-
way, fire-balls fhould be thrown into the Ap-
proaches, to difcover the workmen, as they are
then bufly in repairing the works, which were de-
{troyed, and are, for the moft part, uncovered,
the fire of the place, well ferved, at that time,
may do them great mifchief, and retard the Siege
confiderably.

The {mall Sallies, whofe object are to difturb the
workmen frequently, without being in a condition
to do them much hurt, are made by parties of ten,
fifteen, or twenty {tout men only, as faid before,
who advance in great f{ilence to the head of the

Trenches,
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Trenches, jump {fuddenly into them, making a great
noife, and throwing {fome hand grenades, this done
they retire, making the beft of their way, for fear
their fmall number thould be difcovered.

Of the LINE 9of COUNTER-APPROACH.

HE Line of Counter-approach is a kind of
Trench, of 12 or 15 feet wide, which the Be-
fieged make from the covert-way, {uch

Pr. XXI. as a, a, at the right and left of the attacs,
to enfilade the Trenches of the Befiegers.

This Line has been negledted of late, not fo
much on account of its lengthening the Siege, as
from the indolence and inactivity of the Governors,
who think it {ufficient to {ecure their reputation if
they keep a brisk firing with their great and {mall
arms, and make a few {allies; and fo foon as the
covert-way is taken capitulate, to have the honours
of war allowed them.

As this work is intended for thofe brave officers
who are defirous to ufe their utmoft endeavours to
defend the Place, for their {ake I fhall explain the
ufe of thefe kind of Lines.

They are to be made in {uch a manner, as to
be enfiladed by fome of the works belonging to
the Town, and produced fo far as to enfilade fome
part of the T'renches.

They may begin either at the faliant angles of
the covert-way, before the adjacent ravelins to the
Attac, or from the place of arms, as reprefented
here, next to the ravelins; {mall guns fhould be
placed next to them, to defend their approach by
the enemy, and large ones upon the works that {ee
in them to enfilade them, in cafe the enemy fhould

attempt



